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PREFACE. 

The  articles  liercin  jnit  into  permanent  form^  aj)- 
pearcd  originally  in  the  editorial  columns  of  the  Cath- 
olic Register  and  Canadian  Extension  of  Toronto, 
Ontario.  They  are  now  published  with  the  hojie  that 
they  may  be  instrumental  in  arousing  our  people,  as  a 
whole,  to  a  deeper  interest  in  those  things  which  con- 
cern the  welfare  of  the  Catholic  press.  We  must  some 
day  learn  the  lesson  that  the  welfare  of  the  Church  is 
intimately  wrapped  up  with  the  grcjwth  and  progress 
of  the  Catholic  press.  The  Catholic  paper  deserves 
more  encouragement  than  it  has  been  receiving.  This 
is  the  burden  of  the  message  which  I  have  been  striving 
to  convey.  This  is  the  lessc^n  which  we  nuist  bring 
home  to  ourselves  if  we  are  to  hold  our  own  against 
the  forces  of  evil  which  are  now  i)ressing  us  on  every 
side.  . 


r 


The  Catholic  Paper. 

A  speaker  at  the  Missionary  Congress  held  some 
time  ago  in  Washington  made  the  statcm>    t  that  one 
vile,   Iving,   anti-Catholic   book,   scattered   everywhere 
thr(^nghoiit  the  v^outh,  had  done  an  immense  amount 
of  harm,  and  had  helped  to  keep  alive  prejudices  which 
would  otherwise  have  died  out  long  ago.     I  le  gave  the 
name  of  the  book,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  steps 
would  be  taken,  whereby  a  work  setting  forth  the  real 
teachings    of    the    Catholic    Church    could    be    sjiread 
broad-cast,  to  act  as  an  antidote  to  the  poison  distilled 
through  the  medium  of  this  bad  book.     S(3mething  of 
this  kind,  he  said,  had  already  been  done,  in  a  small 
way.     Wherever  missions  to  non-Catholics  had  been 
given,  Catholic  books  have  been  freely  distributed  but 
as  these  missions  were  held  only  at  the  large  centers, 
much  still  remained  to  be  done.    A  strange  fact  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter  is  that  it  has  been  sectarian 
preachers  who  have  been  instrumental  in  pushing  the 
sale  of  this  book.     They  have  acted  as  agents,  and  in 
many  cases  openly  commended  it   from  their  pulj^its. 
And  this  is  true,  not  only  of  this  book,    but  of    many 
other  works  of  the  same  stamp.     They  have  deemed 
it  a  ])art  of  their  duty  to  projjagate  the  old-time  calum- 
nies and  falsehoods,  with  which  every  Catholic  is  fami- 
liar.    It  is  but  natural  to  expect  that  the  people  who 
read    such    works    uhiniately    become    convinced    that 
where  there  is  so  much  smoke,  there  nuist  be  some  fire, 
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and  accordingly  come  to  regard  the  Church  as  a  mon- 
ster of  ini(|iiily,  ratlier  than  the  fair  and  beautiful 
s])ouse  of  Christ.  W  hen  we  remember,  too,  tiiat  every 
tract  society,  every  publishing  institution  conducted  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  non-Catholic  sects  is  printing 
and  sending  out  works  in  which  the  Church  and  her 
teachings  are  constantly  assailed,  the  wonder  is  that 
we  have  any  converts  at  all.  It  is  an  unft>rtunate  truth 
that  j)reaching  nowadays  cuts  little  tigure  in  real  mis- 
sionary rndeavor.  Printers"  ink  is  the  potent  agency 
through  which  human  intelligence  is  reached,  and  when 
we  neglect  this  agency,  we  are  making  a  fearful  mis- 
take. 
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Small,  but  Busy. 

In  almost  every  little  railroad-stati(^n  in  the  United 
v^tates,  you  will  find  a  rack  i)laced  there  by  a  little  re- 
ligious organization  known  as  the  v^eventh  Day  Advcn- 
tists.  These  pe()i)le  have  ])ractically  no  standing  in  the 
religious  world.  The  chief  tenet  of  their  belief  is  that 
the  Lord  ordained  that  v'^aturday  or  the  real  v^abbath 
Day  should  be  kept  lioly  rather  than  the  Sunday,  and 
all  their  energies  are  directed  tcnvards  bringing  the 
Christ *-in  world  back  to  that  observance.  They  believe 
and  hold  that  the  Catholic  Church  was  insti'umental  in 
turning  the  world  away  from  the  traditional  Sabbath, 
and  their  sj)leen  is  accordingly  vented  in  a  j)articular 
mamier  against  the  Churcli.  Tlu'y  issue  weekly  a  little 
publication  known  a^^  the  v^ign>  of  thr  'i'imes.  it  is 
bitterly  anti-Catholic  and   reha-hes  every  vile  charge 
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ever  uttered  against  the  Church.  Yet  every  buyer  of 
a  railroad  ticket  who  cares  to  take  a  copy  can  go  to  the 
rack  and  secure  one  absohitely  free  of  cost.  When  the 
poor  dehided  memhers  of  that  sect  finish  reading  at 
liome  this  httle  l)aper,  tliey  turn  it  in  to  llieir  mission 
society  whose  (hity  it  is  to  ])kice  it  at  the  puhhc  (hsposal. 


Still  in  the  Rut. 

Christian  Science  claims  to  have  gained  a  million 
adherents  since  the  date  of  its  establishment  some 
twenty  years  ago.  If  we  cut  its  figures  in  two.  the  re- 
sults are  still  calculated  to  set  u.s  a-tlunking.  The 
basic  doctrine  of  this  new  sect,  namely  the  non-exist- 
ence of  matter,  is  a  scientific  absurdity.  Its  attitude 
on  sickness  and  health  is  ridiculed  and  laughed  to  scorn 
by  doctors  and  physicists  the  world  over.  ?>y  denving 
the  possibility  of  sin  it  o])ens  the  door  to  general  im- 
morality. By  denying  the  Divinity  of  Christ  it  j)laccs 
itself  on  a  par  with  old-time  paganism — and  yet  it 
grows  and  prospers.  The  reader  will  naturally  ask 
why?  The  answer  is  because  its  leaders  have  had 
sense  and  sagacity  enough  to  recognize  the  pote!icy  of 
printers'  ink,  and  have  freely  used  it  in  the  dissimina- 
tion  of  their  doctrines  and  teachings.  hVom  the  very 
beginning  they  have  been  sending  out  a  constatit  stream 
ol  books,  leaflets.  paju))h1ets,  papers  and  pci  iorlicals. 
Tcnlay  they  have  a  daily  pai)er,  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor,  which  is  published  in  I'oston,  and  has.  we  are 
told,  f|uitc  a  circulation.  This,  however,  is  only  one 
case  in  point.     There  are  others.     Twenty  years  ago 
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there  was  no  such  a  thiiij^^  as  a  Sociahst  in  the  United 
States.  In  KjoH  the  v^f»ciahsts  polled  ahnost  half  a 
million  votes.  They  have  two  daily  f)ai)ers,  one  in 
Chica^^o  and  another  in  Xew  York  City.  They  have 
almost  a  linndred  weeklies  and  monthlies,  and  an  ever- 
increasing  stream  of  pamphlets  is  constantly  being  turn- 
ed out  from  their  ju'csses  everywhere  throughout  the 
country.  They  are  growing  in  numbers  and  influence, 
and  the  real  secret  of  that  growth  rests  upon  the  effec- 
tive use  of  the  simj)le,  commonplace,  old-fashioned 
printers'  ink.  Now  it  is  barely  possible  that  there  is  a 
lesson  for  us  in  the  two  striking  facts  to  which  we  have 
just  called  attention.  The  lesson  of  course  bears  on 
this  overlooked  subject  of  printers'  ink.  It  is  a  lesson, 
too,  which  has  been  hammered  into  us  by  constantly 
recurring  events  during  the  last  four  hundred  years, 
but  it  is  hard  to  convince  many  of  ns  that  such  is  the 
case.  Two  out  of  every  three  Catholic  heads  of  fami- 
lies have  no  use  for  a  Catholic  ])aj)er.  They  do  not 
believe  in  it.  A  daily  or  weekly  secular  paper  is  good 
enough  for  them,  and  there  is  little  use  in  trying  to  rea- 
son or  ajgue  with  them.  It  is  pretty  hard'  to^ct  out 
of  an  old  rut,  and  there  are  (juite  a  few  peojile  plodding 
along  in  tliat  old  rut,  still  believing  that  the  Catholic 
Church  can  hold  her  own  merely  l)y  word  of  mouth. 
With  countless  printing  presses  revolving  and  turning 
out  every  variety  of  anti-Catholic  literature  they  still 
labor  under  the  hallucination  that  talk  cuts  a  big  hgure. 
"N  es.  just  about  as  much  as  Mrs.  Partington's  broo.n 
difl  with  the  resistless  Atlantic. 
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A  Prophecy  Verified. 

We  told  a  story  in  our  editorial  columns  not  long- 
ago  of  a  propiiecy  made  by  the  I'residcnt  of  tlic  wSt. 
Vincent  de  Paul  Conferences  of  France.  At  a  iTieeting 
held  twenty-five  years  ago  this  man  arose  and  solemnly 
made  the  anouncement  that  unless  the  French  laity 
took  a  deeper  interest  in  the  press,  some  of  them  miglft 
live  to  see  the  property  of  the  Church  boldly  confiscat- 
ed by  the  infidels  and  unbelievers.  This  i)rophecy,  as 
all  know,  has  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter.  The  Catholics 
of  France  were  buil  ling  up  religious  institutions 
which  by  process  of  law  have  been  placed  under  the 
auctioneer's  hammer  in  our  own  day,  and  knocked 
down  to  the  biggest  bidder.  VS300 .000,000  worth  of 
property  has  been  swept  away  by  a  single  legal  enact- 
ment, because  the  French  laity  did  not  have  an  influen- 
tial, efficient,  and  vigorous  press  to  protest  against  this 
colossal  injustice.  The  Cardinal  Archbishop  of  hVance 
a  few  weeks  ago  made  the  statement,  that  if  one- 
tenth  of  the  money  put  into  churches  and  religious  in- 
stitutions, had  been  expended  on  their  Catholic  press, 
this  i)roj)erty  would  n  -ver  have  been  confiscated.  This 
utterance  has  been  well  borne  out  by  the  results  already 
achieved  in  Germany.  That  country  to-day  has  over 
two  hundred  Catholic  daily  papers,  and  a  great  numbef 
of  weekly  and  monthly  periodicals,  it  has  a  great  lay 
society,  the  X'olksvcrein,  which  devotes  its  energies  to 
tlu  up-l)uilding  of  the  press.  One  of  the  conditions 
of  membership  in  every  CatlK^lic  society  in  dermany, 
is  that  each  member  must  subscribe  for  some  Catholic 
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paper.     I'rom  end  to  end  of  the  country,  the  people 
are  kept  in  touch  with  what  is  going  on  in  governments  • 
as  well  as  Church  circles.     There  is  unity  of  thoughi 
and  action.    There  is  a  vig(jr  and  unanimity  found,  per- 
hai)s,  in  no  other  country  in  the  world.     It  has  he'come 
a^  universally   accei)ted    axiom    amongst   us,    that   the 
Church  in  any  country  is  no  stronger  or  weaker  than  its 
ofhcia   press.     If  the  press  he  weak,  it  is  an  indication 
that  the  Church  is  falling  ])ehin(l.     If  it  be  strong    it 
IS  ecjually  an  indication  of  vigor,   force  and  vitality. 
Ihis  IS  a  lesson  which  our  Catholic  people  here  must 
learn,  if  they  are  to  measure  up  to  their  possibilities 
and  their  opportunities.     In  the  light  of  these  truths 
and  facts,  is  it  not  a  strange  commentary  on  our  atti- 
tude that  in  two  out  of  three  of  our  Catholic  homes, 
a  religious  i)aper  or  periodical  is  an  unknown  quantity' 
^i  his  IS  ecjually  true  of  Canada  and  the  l/nited  States 
1  hose  who  have  charge  of  the  circulation  of  Catholic 
papers  know  something  of  the  difiiculties  to  be  encoun- 
tered  in   inducing  our   people   to   subscribe   for   these 
papers.     And  yet  it  cannot  be  said  that  our  people  do 
not  read.     They  are  all  readers  of  and  subscribers  for 
papers,  j)ut  un fortunate! v  they  are  of  the  wrong  kind. 


They  Forget  Quickly. 

A  i)riest  from  X'ewfoundland  writes  to  tell  us  that 
almost  all  his  i)eople  receive  every  week  a  well-known 
Canadian  weekly,  l^ndoubtedlv,  in  their  eyes,  it  <dves 
them  all  the  news  they  need,  'it  matters  not  that'' this 
pai)er  scarcely  ever  contains  a  single  item  bearing  upon 
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Catholic  life  or  action.     It  matters  not  that  when  a 
Catholic  (juestion  is  treated  in  its  cohinins  the  view- 
point is  so  distorted  and  twisted  as  to  be  scarcely  re- 
coi^nizable.    The  members  of  the  family  have  ,i^ro\vn  so 
accustomed  to  it  and  so  interested  in  its  news,  its  fiction 
and  its  various  departments  that  tliev  re^^^ard  its  wei^kly 
advent  in  the  lit,ht  of  a  necessity.    the\same  would  be 
true  of  a  Catholic  jiapcr  if  they  had  onlv  gotten  into 
the  habit  of  takinir  it.     These  people  seem'  to  forget 
h^'wever,  that  their  children  in  this  day  and  age  ab- 
solutely need  what  a  Catholic  paper  gives.     They  need 
the    Catholic    view-point    on    public     (juestions,     the 
Catholic  attitude  on  public  and  private  morals.     They 
need  to  be  kept  in  touch  with  Catholic  life.     They  need 
the   instruction   which   stands  r)ut   in   every  page,   the 
one  thing  that  makes  their  church  papers  what'  Leo 
Xlir.  rightly  called  "a  perpetual  mission."    One  of  the 
wonders  of  a  parish  priest's  life  is  the  ignorance  to  be 
found  even  amongst  intelligent  members  of  his  parish, 
with  regard  to  tlie  coiumonest  Catholic  teaching.     If 
(his  be  true  ot  people  who  go  to  church  fre(|uentl\\  who 
li^sten  to  sermons  and  instructions,  who  constantly  read 
Catholic  papers,  how  much  more  is  it  not  true  of  those 
who  are  denied  the  o|)portunity  of   instructing  them- 
selves tlirough  the  reading  of     religious     periodicals. 
Young  people  growing  up  nowadavs  are  quicklv  made 
famdiar  with  the  tenets  of  that  new  and  iToad  religion 
which  would  level  the  barriers  between  all  the  creeds, 
'riiey  have  access  to  plenty  of  (lou])tful  fiction  and  to 
bwised  historical  works,  and  where  the  proper  antidote 
IS  not  provided,  the  impre»ionable  mind  of  youth  easily 
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arrives  at  false  conclusions,  and  is  insidiously  led  into 
the  path  of  error.  There  are  many  Catholics  who 
tiever  think  of  practising  economy  until  their  expendi- 
tures touch  those  things  which  effect  the  interests  of 
religion.  They  arc  exceedingly  gCiierous  when  it  is  a 
(|uesti(»n  of  their  own  pleasure  and  comfort,  but  ex- 
tremely i)arsimonious  in  those  things  which  bear  upon 
the  salvation  of  their  own  souls  or  those  of  their  child- 
ren. They  expect  Catholic  papers  to  defend  their 
rights,  to  vindicate  the  Church  against  the  calumnies 
which  are  constantly  being  uttered  against  it.  They  arc 
very  ready  with  their  criticisms,  and  with  their  declara- 
tions that  "the  Catholic  paper  is  no  good,"  but  will  not 
go  down  in  their  pockets  for  the  one  thing  that  WH:)uld 
build  up  their  press  and  make  it  all  it  should  be.  These 
are  old  truths  which  have  been  told  time  and  again, 
but  the  retelling  of  them  seems  to  be  a  perennial  neces- 
sity. 


What  the  Census  Showed 

We  have  in  mind  just  now  a  thriving  Western 
city  wiih  a  poinilation  of  5,000  of  whom  over  2,000 
are  Catliolic.  At  this  computation  there  ought  to  be 
400  families  in  that  city  ancl  yet  the  postmaster  who  is 
a  Catholic,  informs  us  that  just  twelve  Catholic  papers 
come  int(-)  the  town.  This  fact  alone  is  a  strikins:  com- 
meutary  on  the  dead  and  decadent  parish  which  we  are 
tnld  has  a  large  percentage  of  ought-to-bes  and  used-to- 
bes.  The  pastor  of  a  vSouthern  city  with  a  population  of 
50,000  told  us  not  long  ago  that  he  had  a  parish  of  over 
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600  families.  On  the  occasion  of  a  recent  census  made 
hy  himself  and  his  assistants  he  found  that  just  e\^h- 
tccn  Catholic  papers  were  being  taken  by  his  parish- 
ioners. He  was  disgusted  and  nauseated  with  the 
general  lack  of  fervour  and  enthusiasm.  One-third  of 
his  people  missed  Mass  every  Sunday.  The  fervent 
were  few  and  far  between.  They  were  all  reading  se- 
cular daily  papers  and  magazines  and  in  their  eyes  the 
Catholic  paper  was  no  good.  They  had  plenty  of 
money  when  it  was  a  question  of  theatres,  parties,  or 
excursions,  but  they  were  pitiably  poor  and  hard-up 
when  it  was  a  question  of  subscribing  for  a  Catholic 
paper.  These  are  the  things  that  sometimes  make  us 
wonder  if  the  Church  will  hokl  her  own  in  the  days 
which  are  before  us.  If  it  will  have  to  depend  upon 
these  kind  of  people,  it  certainly  will  not.  The  ques- 
tion naturally  arises,  "Can  this' apathetic  majority  be 
reached  and  influenced  in  the  proper  direction?"  *'Can 
we  induce  them  to  read  Catholic  books,  magazines, 
newspapers  and  periodicals?"  If  not,  the  future  is 
almost  hopeless.  But  what  has  been  attained  in  Ger- 
many, Belgium  and  elsewhere  gives  us  the  hope  that  in- 
different Catholics  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
can  be  similarly  brought  to  a  realization  of  their  duties. 
There  are  many  discouragements. — but  we  must  not 
relax  our  efforts.  It  is  a  work  of  education  in  which 
the  Hierarchy,  the  clergy  and  the  ]-)ress  itself  must 
unite  in  a  campaign  which  wdl  have  for  its  slogan  "A 
Catholic  pa})cr  in  every  Catholic  home."  Our  truth 
societies  can  help  in  a  very  material  way.  They  are 
doing  good  work  now  and  are  not  receiving  half  the 
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cncouraji^cmcnt  they  deserve.  They  are  engaged  in 
a  work  having  for  its  purposes  the  clearing  away  of 
j)rejii(lices  in  the  minds  of  non-Cathohcs,  the  setting 
forth  of  those  hcantifnl  truths  uj)on  which  the  world's 
salvation  depends.  In  doing  this  they  must  never  over- 
look the  home  field,  that  vast  majority  of  their  own 
hrethren  whose  indifference  on  the  suhject  of  print- 
ers' ink  is  and  must  remain  a  source  of  grave  con- 
cern to  those  who  are  interested  in  the  cause  of  God 
and  luuuan  souls. 


How  He  Does  It. 


There  is  a  parish  in  St.  Paul,  Minn,  tuade  up  almost 
entirely  of  converts.  On  one  occasion  there  were  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  adult  converts  confirmed  on  the 
same  day.  Ou  another  occasion  the  numher  totalled 
almost  two  hundred.  \\V  have  it  on  the  authority  of 
the  pastor  himself  that  he  has  to-day  almost  a  thousand 
men  and  women,  who  have  heen  received  into  the 
church  during  his  administration.  The  question  nat- 
urally arises — what  are  the  means  that  this  priest  has 
taken  to  hring  ahout  this  pentecostal  turning  to  the 
Catholic  h'aith.  and  the  answer  is — just  one  means- 
Printers'  Ink.  This  ])riest  for  years  h.ts  heen  distrihut- 
ing  honks  and  pamphlets  hearing  upon  Catholic  Faith 
aiKJ  practice.  1  Te  huys  them  hy  the  thousand  and  sees 
to  it  that  they  are  distrihuted  where  they  will  do  the 
most  good.  ITe  is  a  great  heliever  in  the  Catholic 
paper,  and  frequently  suhscrihes  for  one,  and  sends  it 
to  a  Protestant  friend.    Every  man  and  woman  in  that 
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parisli  is  intent  upon  makin^i^  converts.  Tlicy  help  tlic 
priest  in  the  ta^k,  to  which,  he  lias  in  a  measure  con- 
secrated his  life.  We  are  lirni  in  the  belief,  that  what 
has  been  done  here  can  be  done  elsewhere.  Our 
Cath(jlic  people  as  a  clas^  do  not  make  verv  much  of 
an  elTcrt  to  gain  new  adherents  to  the  Church.  They 
seem  to  possess  a  sort  of  selfish  faith  which  does  not 
concern  itself  wdch  the  spiritual  destitution  of  those 
without.  They  never  think  of  giving  a  Catholic  book 
to  their  Protestant  friends.  When  a  question  of  relig- 
ion comes  up  in  their  hearing,  they  dodge  the  issue  on 
the  pretext  that  it  leads  to  fruitless  controversy.  They 
seem  to  forget  that  this  big  cpiestion  of  religion  is  per- 
j)etually  agitating  the  minds  of  those  about  them,  and 
discussion  is  the  evidence  of  that  fact. 

Some  one  has  said  there  are  many  disciples,  but  few 
"workers."  If  we  had  a  Church  made  up  of  "wcjrkers" 
the  conversion  of  the  country  would  only  be  a  matter 
of  a  few  years. 


DoWcLacI  Zeal? 

"If  each  newly  converted  Christian,"  says  a  leading 
weekly,  "would  bring  one  pagan  a  year  into  the  fold, 
the  whole  w^orld  would  be  Christian  in  thirty-one 
years."  Yes,  and  if  each  adult  Catholic  would  deliber- 
ately set  about  bringing  one  non-Catholic  into  the 
Church,  the  results  in  a  few  years  would  be  truly  as- 
t(^nishing.  It  was  the  ])oor,  unlettered  rank  and  file 
who  were  the  real  apostles  in  early  Christian  days. 
Their  souls  were  filled  with  zeal   for  the  salvation  of 


I 


10 


THE  CATHOLIC  PAPER 


tie  pagans  al)oiit  them  and  they  seized  every  opporttin- 
ity  to  set  forth  tlie  excellence  of  the  new  religion.     We 
who  have  the  faitli  in  these  days,  have  very  little  zeal' 
We  are  silent  when  we  should  speak  out.     VVe  are  not 

CaJhohV  -'n  '^''  t''''''^  destitution  of  our  non- 
Cathol  c  neighhors.  \\  e  seldom  or  never  make  an  at- 
tempt to  dissipate  their  prejudices  or  to  instruct  them 
n  the  fudamental  dogmas  of  the  Catholic  creed  We 
believe  we  are  right,  hut  we  do  not  hold  ourselves  pre- 
pared to  give  them  the  reasons  for  the  faith  that  is  m 
"s.  Ihe  duty  o  leading  souls  to  Christ  is  as  much 
incumbent  upon  the  laity  as  it  is  upon  the  clergy  The 
pnests  may  lead  and  direct  the  work,  but  the  success  of 
this  apostolate  depends  almost  entirely  upon  the  zeal 
ot  the  laity.     Ihis  is  a  truth  which  is  altogether  too 

TnfuVi  '''^'  ^et  us  repeat.  Every  adult  Catholic 
should  take  it  upon  himself  or  herself  to  bring  at  least 
one  outsider  into  the  light  of  God's  holv  faith 
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Catholic  Bourbonism. 

"Thanks  to  the  perfection  of  the  art,  and  the  won- 
drous rapidity  of  communication,  the  press  established 
amongst  all  nations  leads  to  a  daily,  almost  instan- 
taneous, exchange  of  ideas,  light  and  knowledge.  A 
discourse  delivered  in  London  or  Paris,  Rome  or  New 
York,  re-echoes  in  a  few  hours  throughout  every  part 
of  these  great  cities.  Before  the  end  of  the  week  it 
will  have  travelled  the  length  and  breadth  of  Europe 
aye  to  the  whole  civilized  globe,  kindling  in  millions' 
oi   breasts    feelings  of  sympathy    or   revulsion.      Not 
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only  does  the  press  reproduce  and  spread  abroad 
speech,  It  even  siipphes  it.  It  -ives  wings  to  the 
thoughts  of  mighty  minds,  i)lacing  tliem  in  communica- 
tion with  men  of  all  nations  and  beliefs.  \Vell  has  it 
been  said  of  the  press  that  "it  is  mightier  than  the 
sword. 

This  is  the  eloquent  tribute  of  P.ishop  Oimes  of 
Syracuse,  N.Y.,  to  the  power  of  the  ,)ress.     Similar 
tributes  have  been  paid  from  time  to  time  bv  church- 
men and  laymen,  but  it  is  a  truth,  neverthe'less,  that 
Jie  Lathohc  press  amongst  our  people  is  lamentably 
weak  and    inefficient.      There   are   (,uite   a    few   good 
weeklies,  but  their  circulation  is  limited.   To  about  sixty 
per  cent,  the  Catholic  press  is  an  unknown  quantity. 
Ihey  are  reading  the  daily  papers  and  getting  their 
views  on  religion  and  all  things  else  from  i)ages  which 
are    frequently    anything   but    friendly.      Pastors    and 
people  arc  too  busy  attending  to  the  material  up-build- 
ing  to  give  much  time  to  these  things  which  make  for 
the  exchange  of  ideas,  light  and  knowledge."    Cathe- 
drals, mother-houses,  boarding     schools,     magnihcent 
churches,  are  going  up  here  and   there  all  over  the 
country.     The  old  altars  are  being  thrown  out  and  new 
altars  being  installed.     There  is  alwavs  something  do- 
ing and  there  is  no  letting-up  as  far  as  the  material  up- 
bmlding  IS  concerned.     The  ,)ress,  in  the  meantime,  is 
Dcing  sadly  overlooked.     In  many  places  the  diocesan 
paper  is  a  standing  joke.     Priests  make  fun  of  it  and  the 
only   peoi)lc    who    read    it   are   the   devout   souls   who 
could  not  be  driven  out  of  the  Church  with  a  club. 
And  still  we  hear  it  said  that  all  is  well  and  that  the 
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Cluircli  is  increasing  in  numbers  and  influence.  Per- 
!iaj)s  it  i^,  but  we  are  soniewbal  skeptical.  If  all  tliis 
talk  about  the  power  of  the  press  means  anything,  why 
is  not  something  more  being  done  to  build  up  that  press. 
If  some  of  the  money  now  being  spent  for  marble  al- 
tars were  invested  in  a  few  I'.nglish  dailies,  we  believe 
it  would  be  the  best  investment  the  Catholics  of  the 
nation  ever  made.  The  religious  orders  walked  out 
of  iM-ancc  and  left  their  magnificent  buildings  behind 
them.  \i  some  of  the  money  invested  in  t-ose  buildings 
had  gone  into  Catholic  daily  papers,  they  would  still  be 
there,  h'ven  thieving  politicians  have  a  wholesome 
respect  for  the  daily  i)re.  i.  No  one  cared  a  rap  fox 
the  dumb  monk  who  was  shut  out  from  the  columns 
of  a  subsidized  ])ress.  Catholic  (iermany  with  its  200 
dailies  sent  IJistuark  to  Canoss.-'  a-^d  taught  Von  Buelow 
ihat  Catholic  rights  nuist  be  respected.  It  was  said  of 
the  r.ourbons  that  they  never  leai'ued  atid  never  for- 
got anything.  We  have  our  own  Catholic  IJourbonism, 
and  it  is  very  slow  to  learn  and  very  prone  to  forget. 

There  are  twelve  Catht^lic  dailies  in  the  United 
v^tates.  All  of  them  are  publislied  in  foreign  languages, 
'inhere  are  several  here  in  Canada,  l)Ui  they  arc  not 
h'nglish.  Knighi.  of  Columbus,  Hibernians,  CM. I'.. 
.\'s.,  I'oresters  and  other  lCngIi^h->i)eaki!ig  societies  are 
great  liands  at  meeting  and  ])aosing  glowing  resolutions. 
Their  bosoms  '^wvU  with  7.v:[\  on  the  occasion  of  a  con- 
vention or  an  initiation.  ])Ut  le>s  than  one  out  of  three  of 
them  subscribe  and  j)ay  for  Catholic  j)ai)ers;  yet  these 
pai)ers  fight  their  baltk'->  and  keej)  the  public  in  touch 
w  iih  their  acti\  ilii'<.     'i'hese  are  cold  facts,  but  our  j)eo- 
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pie  do  not  want  cold  farts.  They  want  that  cheap 
weak-kneed  a'titnde  which  counts  for  little  in  the  j:]^reat 
strniTJ^les  in  wliich  the  Chnrch  is  now  enc^af^ed. 


^        Speaks  for  Itself. 

Bishop  I\TcFanl  tells  a  story  of  meelinc:  ^  vounc^ 
man  of  his  diocese  who  in  response  to  an  inquiry  ad- 
nn'tted  he  did  not  know  the  name  of  his  hi^hnp.'  Tie 
admitted  of  course  he  did  not  read  a  Catlmlie  paper 
and  this  in  the  hishop's  eyes  was  a  sufficient  explana- 
tion. The  followincf  letter  from  a  supposedly  promin- 
ent Catholic  speaks  for  itself: 

Toronto,  Aug.  14th.  k/x). 
Dear  Mr.  Kditor. 

A  nciij^hhor  of  mine  says  thr^t  there  are  Masons  in 
this  country  who  are  rej^arded  hy  hisliops  anri  priests  as 
i:(MM]  Catholics.  T  know  that  this  is  so  in  luirope.  hut 
T  do  not  helieve  that  it  is  the  case  in  this  country. 
Xeither  of  us  take  a  Catholic  |)aper,  hut  T  have  heen 
told  that  you  answer  (piestions  in  the  Reu^i'^ter.  so 
kindly  answer  this  c>ne. 

Yours  trulv. 


The  jj^entlemen  need  not  have  c^^one  to  the  tr<.uhle 
of  {v\\\u^  us  that  lie  did  not  lake  a  (\-itholir  pai)er. 
That  is  self-evident.  reo|)le  wlu^  read  Catholic 
'nj)ers  know  that  meinhers  of  the  (Miurch  who  cuter 
Ihe  Masonic  (^rder  a?-("  ex-C(Mntminicated  or  cut  off 
from  their  commimion.     This  rule  ai)plics  to  h'urope, 
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as  well  as  to  Canada.  Every  week  we  receive  letters 
which  we  arc  ashamed  to  put  in  the  Question  Box  De- 
partment. T'ley  furnish  ample  evidence  of  the  nrj:,rcnt 
need  which  exists  for  a  wider  distrihiition  cf  Catholic 
literature  and  particularly  of  newspapers  and  periodi- 
cals. Another  gentleman  informed  us  not  long  ago 
that  he  did  not  have  time  to  read  Catholic  papers.'^  TTis 
wife  and  children  read  them,  but  he  was  t(^o  busy. 
Later  he  asked  us  what  was  meant  by  the  Assumption. 
lie  asked  the  (juestion  in  a  careless  sort  of  way,  as  if 
tiie  subject  bored  him.  Tie  was  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  but  he  did  not  "eali/e  that  his 
Ignorance^  of  fundamental  Catholic  ..  uths  was  truly 
I'itiable.  These  are  only  a  few  of  the  manv  instances 
of  the  gross  ignorance  of  common  Catholic  teaching 
and  practice  to  be  found  in  the  homes  from  whicii  the 
religious  press  is  excluded.  Manv  people  labor  under 
the  impression  that  when  thev  have  gone  to  church 
and  heard  the  sermon  on  Sundav.  thev  have  done  their 
duty  and  have  had  an  opportun'itv  to  learn  all  that  is 
necessary  about  the  Cliurch  and  her  doctrines.  They 
do  rot  realize  that  one  weeklv  issue  of  a  newspaper 
contains  as  much  matter  bearing  on  Catholic  faith  ann 
practice  as  twenty  sermons  or  instructions.  It  will  take 
a  priest  five  years  to  deliver  a  course  of  sermons  cover- 
ing the  whole  field  of  dogmatic  and  moral  Theolog^^ 
The  Catholic  pajx-r  .sui)j)lements  the  work  of  the  priest 
and  tenches  upon  many  .subjects  which  are  barred 
from  the  pulpit. 
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These  arc  the  days  vvlicn  conventions  and  resoh' ■ 
tions  are  scattered  as  thick  as  forest  leaves  in  Vallnm- 
hrosa  s  woods.     We  arc  not  findinj^  fault  with  the  re- 
solutions, for  many  of  them  afterwards  lead  to  definite 
hues  of  action.    We  take  the  libertv  of  su-crestinir  one 
which  ou.o-ht  to  head  the  list  at  every  s^atherin.i^-'"Re- 
s.>lved  that  we  work  to  place  a  Catholic  paper  in'everv 
Catholic  home  in  the  T.and."    The  Catholic  papers  arc 
ho-nuno  these  conventions,  praisin-  the  work  of  our 
socieitcs,  chcenn,e:  and  encoura.iring  every  worthy  un- 
dcrtakin,<r.  kecpin.jr  men  before  the  public  who  would 
never  be  heard  of,  were  it  not  for  such  publicitv,  and 
what  do  they  receive  in  return  ?    An  occasional  word  of 
taint  praise  but  more  frequently  a  "knock"  from  peo- 
ple, who  cannot  string-  ten  sentences  to.c^ether  to  form  -> 
para-rnph.  wliich  would  be  fit  to  print  in  a  local  cob 
umn.      I  he  Catholic  press  is  keepin.c^  the  Church  in  the 
irnnt  .^f  the  procession,  lettin.e:  the  world  at  larc^e  know 
wliat  she  IS  doinir.  keepin.i,-  alive  the  fires  of  enthusiasm 
prai-inrr   (he   work   of  our   societies,   manv   of   who^c 
mcinbers  do  not  think  enou.c:h  of  our  efforts  to  have  a 
copy  of  the  paper  ai)pear  as  a  weeklv  visitor  in  their 
hornet.      Priests    sometimes    wonder  '  whv    the    weak- 
kneed  brethren  ^ittin-  listlesslv  before  them  in  the  pews 
vcfu^v  t..  enthuM'.     The  wonder  is  that  thev  are  to  be 
bnind  in  the  pews.     We  have  said  it  before  and  we  re- 
ncat   It    lure    in   -rd-,  r   that   it   mav   not  be    forfrottcn 
I  here  is  ,.iie  (iiie^tion  which  oui^dit  to  be  aske.fevery 
cajididate  for  admi-Mon  to  a  Catholic  society:  "Do  you 
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siibsci  1)0  and  pay  for  a  Catliolic  paper?" 

An  ai)])licant  who  fails  to  stand  this  test  on^ht  to  he 
nnliesitantly  rejected.  Talk  is  cheap.  The  Catholic 
press  ij^ets  more  than  its  share  of  wordy  cnconrac^ement. 
What  it  ncecls  now  is  suh^crihers,  who  will  u^n  down  into 
their  pockets  and  ii^'wc  it  the  financial  snp]')ort  which 
will  enable  it  to  defend  and  fnrther  the  Catholic  cause. 
There  are  lots  of  crnod  devoted  men  in  Catliolic  societies 
who  recoi^nize  their  duty  to  the  reh^dous  press.  We 
are  not  treatint,^  of  these.  We  are  treat in.c^  of  the  other 
kind  and  we  will  he  glad  to  loarn  that  the  shoe  has 
pinclied. 


A  Truly  Great  Game. 

In  the  newspaper  hnsitiess,  publications  of  every 
kind  come  to  the  Ivlitor's  desk.  We  have  before  us  as 
we  write  a  little  Western  periodical  enlitk'cl  "The 
J  lorscshocr's  Magazine."  Tt  is  publi'^hed  in  Denver, 
and  one  of  its  principal  owners  and  pr<)i)rielors  is  a 
jilain  W(Md\ingman,  who  has  been  elevated,  by  the  suff- 
rage of  the  peoj)le.  to  oue  of  the  highest  positions  in 
the  gift  of  his  state.  It  i"^  ably  edited  an<l  would  do 
credit  to  a  m(tre  pretentious  organization.  Organized 
workmen,  tlie  world  over,  realize  the  uca]  of  an  ofTirial 
mouthpiece  in  order  to  keep  their  aim--  and  objects  be- 
fore the  public.  'm(\  particularly  to  keej)  their  own 
members  in  touch  with  what  i-  g'HUg  on  in  the  T.alior 
wnrld.  The  <ame  is  true  of  the  fraternal  orders  and 
e\i'n  grocer^,  druggists.  har<lware  men,  and  others  en- 
tras'^ed   in  "P.usiness"  iiovy  have  their  neriudicals  speci- 
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tically  devoted  to  the  furthering  of  their  particular  in- 
terests. They  find  the^e  ])uhhcations  U)  pay,  and  pay 
well  in  the  increased  knowledge  of  husiness.  which  they 
convey  to  their  readers.  It  has  hcen  said  time  and 
again  t'lat  this  is  the  age  of  advertising  par  excellence. 
hvva  a  soap  factory,  nowadays,  would  be  forced  out 
of  business  if  the  pro])rietors  did  not  do  a  certain 
amount  of  judicious  advertising.  It  is  the  same  all  along 
the  line.  The  jjurse  of  the  public  can  be  reached  only 
liirough  the  medium  of  Printers'  Ink.  The  idea  which 
1  prevails  in  certain  quarters  to  the  effect  that  the  Catho- 
lic Church  can  grow  and  jirosper  with(.ut  using  this 
medium,  is  so  ridiculous  and  so  out  of  date  that  the 
surj)rise  is  that  it  is  entertained  by  api)arently  sensible 
and  i)ractical  men.  They  are  not  sensible  and  practical. 
They  are  as  much  out  of  date  as  the  rail  fence  and  the 
r.uckeye  reai)er  with  which  our  fathers  cut  their  har- 
vests fifty  years  ago. 

The  late  ];ish(^p  Tierney,  of  Hartford.  Conn., 
evolved  a  plan  for  placing  his  diocesan  pai)er  in  every 
Catholic  home  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction.  He 
ordered  that  the  pastors  send  him  the  lists  of  their 
families,  and  the  pa])er  was  sent  out  with  the  under- 
standing that  there  would  be  an  annual  collection  taken 
in  every  parish  for  the  support  of  the  paper.  As  far  as 
we  are  aide  to  learn  the  plan  has  worked  admirably 
and  has  been  j)roductive  of  very  benehcial  results. 
I  here  are  many  i<astors  who  fee!  themselves  justihed 
m  investing  parish  fninK  for  papers  which  are  thus 
sent  out  to  all  the  heads  of  families.  If  it  be  the  proi)er 
tiling  to  take  uj)  collections  for  missionary  purposes  of 
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every  kind,  tliere  is  no  good  reason  why  one  should  not 
be  taken  up  vvhicli  will  have  for  its  pnr])ose  the  placing 
of  Catholic  pai)ers  in  ilic  homes  of  careless  and  negli- 
gent members  of  the  tlock.  This  is  a  missionary  work 
which  must  appeal  to  everyone,  priest  or  layman  who 
imderstands  the  value  of  good  receding,  and  the  part  it 
plays  in  preserving  and  fostering  Catholic  faith  and 
virtue.  The  older  a  priest  grows  the  more  one  fact 
IS  borne  in  upon  him  and,  that  is  how  much  even  well- 
instructed  Catholics  still  have  to  learn  about  their  faith. 
If  this  be  true  of  the  well-instructed,  how  lamentably 
true  is  it  of  those  who  do  not  take  advantage  of  the 
common  means  of  instruction,  viz.,  CatlKjlic  reading  in 
every  form. 


The  Enemy's  Propaganda. 

Atheists,  Masons,  and  the  de:i])lcs  of  Free  Thought 
have  their  own  papers.  Iwen  the  Orangemen  Hnd  it 
necessary  to  have  their  official  organs  which  are  in  the 
main  a  reproach  to  present-day  civili?  ition,  and  still  we 
hear  it  said  that  Catliolics  do  not  need  to  read  a  distinc- 
tively Catholic  paper.  We  hear  fashionable,  and  ap- 
parently intelligent  members  of  the  Church  now  and 
again  make  the  assertion  that  they  have  not  time  to 
read  their  own  pajiers.  We  have' liad  priests  tell  us 
that  in  their  parishes  less  than  one  family  of  every  five 
take  a  Catholic  pajier,  magazine  or  periodical,  and  what 
IS  Ihcir  excuse^     "They  take  the  daily  pa])er." 

That,  to  their  mind,  gives  them  everything  they 
want,  and  sometimes,  unfortunately,  more.    We  are  not 
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finding  fault  witli  the  daily  papers.    They  have  done  the 
Church  a  great  deal  nf  gr.od  in  many  ways.    They  have 
developed  a  broader,   kindlier,  and'  more   tolerant  at- 
titude towards  our  belief,  and  in  doing  this,  have  rend- 
ered us  a  signal  service.     They  have  their  limitations, 
hovyever,  and  can  never  take  the  place  of  the  religious 
periodical,     Any  intelligent  man  or  woman  can  reaa 
the  average  daily  paper  in  fifteen  minutes  and  know 
all  that  it  contains.    They  are  all  gotten  up  on  the  same 
I)lan.    There  is  a  page  of  telegraphic  news,  of  more  or 
l^css  indiflFerent  interest  from  widely  scattered  countries. 
There  is  a  page  of  sports  in  which  the  biography  and 
doings  of  the  champion  prize-fighters  receive  particular 
attention.     There  are  several  pages  of  local  gossip  and 
plenty  of  scareheads  setting  forth  some  flagrant  crime, 
or  the  latest  adventure  of  some  applicant   for   relief 
from  the  marital  bonds.     There  are  pictures  of  com- 
monplace people  as  well  as  of  those  who  are  guilty  of 
some  flagrant  violation  of  the  moral  code.     There  are, 
T  know,  some  people  who  read  these  papers  through 
from  start  to  finish.     There  are  those  who  grow  deeply 
interested  in  the  local  gossip  and  who  would  regard 
the  cutting  oflF  of  their  daily  paper  in  the  light  of  a 
calamity.     With  some  of  them  the  reading  of  thc.;e 
papers  becomes  a  disease  or  a  species  of  intellectual  in- 
toxication.    It  is  a  truth  nevertheless,  that  the  average 
daily  jiaper  contains  very  little  that  is  educationally  pro- 
fitable.    Vou  coidd  cram  all  of  the  education  that  is  in 
\t  m\^^  a  single  column,  and  find  it  more  than  sufficient. 
There  is  an  editorial  page,  of  course,  devoted  largely 
to  partisan  jK)litics  and  to  the  consideration  of  matters 
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calculated    to   win   a   clientclle   of   interested    readers. 
There  is  a  little  religion  of  a  very  wishy-washy  charac- 
ter, a  little  philosophy  of    the    questionable    variety 
and  here  and  there,  but  only  here  and  there,  a  courag- 
eous stand   for  principle.     These  moulders  of  public 
oi)mion  generally  keep  their  ears  pretty  close  to  the 
ground,  drift  along  with  the  stream,  flatter  the  popular 
prejudices,  and  tell  the  readers  just  about  what  they 
hke  to  be  told.     Occasionally  they  publish  a  sermon 
of  the  harmless  kind,  and  tell  us  of  the  great  things  be- 
mg  done  by  the  leaders  of  thought  in  hostile  religious 
camps.     It  is  good  Lord,  and  good  Devil  and  chieHy 
good  Devd,  but  everyone  must  have  his  or  her  daily 
paper.     One  large  syndicate  of  dally  i)apers  has  de- 
partmciiL,  conducted  by  people  whc   preach  most  out- 
rageous doctrines,  who  sneer  at  the  indissolubility  of 
Christian  marriage,  who  scout  the  i('ea  that  the  Scrip- 
tures arc  the  word  of  (;od,  and  who  promote  in  every 
possible  way  the  new  religion  which  is  nothing  more 
or  less  than  disguised  sensuality,  and  the  absence  of  all 
religion. 

vSome  of  the  advertisements  in  these  papers  may  be 
classed  as  simply  villainous.  They  are  incentives  to 
crnncs  of  a  particularly  heinous  and  indefensible  char- 
acter. Catholic  women  know  well  the  kinds  of  "ads" 
to  which  we  refer.  They  call  attcniijn  to  the  easiness 
and  facility  with  which  the  moral  code  can  be  set  aside 
I  hey  prescribe  for  practices  which  are  in  distinct  viola- 
tion of  provincial  and  federal  enact>nents  ;  vet  these 
traders  in  infamy  are  permitted  to  advertise  their 
nostrums  in  the  most  brazen  manner  possible.     If  we 


THE  CATHOLIC  PAPER 


27 


are  to  judge  by  the  amount  of  the  advertising,  the  busi- 
UL'Sb  must  be  exceedingly  prohtable.  Vet  day  after  day 
the  answer  is  made  to  uur  agents  and  sohcitors;  "1 
take  the  daily  paper  and  it  gives  me  all  the  news  1 
want." 


The  Holy  Father's  Words 

Our  Holy  Father  Pius  X.,  in  a  brief  addrosed 
to  the  Arclibishop  of  Quebec  under  date  of  May  27th, 
1907,  made  use  of  the  following  words: — 

"The  characteristic  feature  of  our  age  is  fliat  for 
everything  connected  with  manners  r)f  life  and  thought, 
the  ordinary  source  of  inspiration  is  the  widely  circu- 
lated daily  newspaper.    To  remedy,  therefore,  the  evik 
of  our  day,  we  must  make  use  of  the  means  best  suited 
to  its  customs.     With  this  in  view,  let  us  meet  writinj^^s 
by  writings ;   errors,   wherever   pro[)agated,   by   trutJi ; 
the  poison  of  evil  reading  by  the  antidote  of  wholesome 
rea(hng;  the  bad  newspai)er,  whose  pernicious  influence 
is  daily  producing  its  efifect,  by  the  good  newspaper 
To  neglect  the  employment  of  such  methods  means  to 
condenui  oneself  to  exert  no  influence  whatever  over 
the  people,  and  to  utterly  fail  to  grasp  the  spirit  of  the 
times  :  while  on  the  contrary,  he  alone  proves  himself  a 
discriminating  judge  of  the  needs  of  his  time,  who  to 
im)  lant  truth  in  souls  and  make  it  reach  the  grestest 
number  of  people  knows  how  to  make  skilful,  zealous 
and  unremitting  use  of  the  daily  press." 

The  Plenary  council  of  Quebec  savs  "^Tay 
truly  Catholic  uewsj)apers.  therefore,  increase  and 
multiply.     May   they   in   every    part  of  our  countrv. 
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and  m  language  nnderstood  by  the  people,  carry  on 

tlior  fru.Uul  apostolate,  and  bring  to  all  tbe  good  tid 

.ngs  of  thnst     Jt  is  onr  cherished  wish  tlml  the  fa   h- 

ful  subscribe  for  them  and  uphokl  them  in  every  wav 

and  that  the  clergy  give  thetn  every  encouragement  ami 

abor  for  the.r  greater  diffusion.     There  >s  probably  a 

he  present  tmie  no  more  effective  means  of  defendini^ 

the  stronghoHl  of  God  than  to  solidly  man  the  outpo  ts 

erected  by  our  faiti,  with  the  fearless  sentinels  of  cX 

ohc  journahsm,  an<I,  with  our  confidence  and  th^ely 

aid    g,ye  them  all  the  assistance  possible  in  keeping 

fan  ,  ul  watch,  m  following  attentively  the  movmf 

?ron   t,r7^'  r'  /"/'^'"•'"'"S  ever/ attack  directed 
irom  the  stronghold  of  evil." 


The  Sinews  of  War. 

paners'L'r.  h?l'  °^  ^jvertising  agencies,  our  Catholic 

apers  have  had  somethmg  of  an  uphill  fight  to  secure 

1'e.r  proper  share  of  a<lvertising  pat'ronage^    There  has 

been  an  utjreasonable  prejudice  in  many  busines   circle 

aga.nst  rehg.ous  publications  of  every  kin.l      There  is 

ne  case,  but  it  is  a  truth  nevertheless.  We  have  no 
esitation  m  asserting,  too,  that  the  religious  paper  is 
the  best  possible  a.lvertising  medium,  and  this  is Mrue  o 
religious  papers  of  every  kind.  People  who  1^  -e  zej 
an.l  faith  enough  to  subscribe  for  silch  pape  s  gener 
ally  read  them  through  from  start  to  finish  d" X 
papers  aj'e  rea,  through  hurriedly  and  thrown  aside  a^ 
soon  as  hn.shed.    It  is  not  so  with  the  religious  papers 
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Kff       ?•   ,/'"-', '^'''-"■actcr  of  the  articles  is  entirely 
l.ftercnt      People  kxep  the  files  for  years,  and  refe 
10  them  frer,t,cntly.     An  old  priest  said  to  us  on  one 
oecas.on   that  he  foun.l  his  old  files  of  Catholic  p"  per! 
of  the  utmost  practical  value  to  hin,  in  the  preparation 
of  h.s  sermons.     The  laity  preserve  them  becauscM  e" 
can  thus  have  a  continuous  chronicle  of  Church  affairs 
Kvery  a<lvert,ser  recognizes  the  importance  of  a  med  : 
".  wuch  constantly  keeps  his  nalue  before  the  vJ  y 
bet  class  of  people  m  every  comnumitv.     Then  aeaiii 
the  people  who  subscribe  for  religious  papers  a  e  f e 
erally  a  select  and  privileged  class"    They  are  gene. ally 
peop  e  o     some  means,  and    their  patronage?  is  weU 
worth  cultivating.     It  has  begun  to  slowly  cLvi^ipo 
business  men  that  this  is  an  a.lvertising  field  w,  eh  ha 
been  somewhat  overlooked.     We  have^lo  lesitancy  in 
asserting  that  it  is  the  best    a.lvertising    fie      "n  tl " 
nM.ntry  to-,lay.     We  believe,  too,  tliat  "the  a  verti  er 

cf  In  f  h!'  'T?  ''"  '"^  "'^"'y  f-"  '!'<=  Catl  ol 
■dve  ti    n        Ti?  °'"  ^"y,""'^'--  Panicular  line  of 

a  Uerti.Mug  There  are  a  good  many  reasons  why  this 
should  be  the  case.  The  standard  set  by  the  Cath  ic 
paper  is  generally  ^•ery  high.    There  are  m    luack       o 

biive  '     The";'  ""  ''■'''"""'^"'  ^'"'^^'-^  *"  "■'   C.-UI.0 
i«;\cr      Ihe  business    man  does    not  f^nd  his  "nds" 

m.xed   up  with  pale  pills   for  jaundiced     e'e    w   h 
hogus  mining  stocks  or  gol.l-brick  securities.  '  He  "  " 
a  s,|,iare  deal,  and  the  fact  that  his  "a<l"  appears  in 
he  Catholic  paper  gives  the  assurance  that  h  iis  ne 
is  legitimate  and  on  the  square.  ousiness 
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The  Catholic  people,  at  the  same  time,  have  it  in 
their  power  to  do  their  own  papers  the  greatest  possible 
service.  If  they  would  follow  out  the  principle  of 
patronizing  those  wlio  advertise  in  these  papers,  they 
would  make  the  path  of  the  Catholic  publisher  easy 
and  pleasant.  We  are  well  aware  that  ther;.  are  a  great 
many  people  who  would  like  to  help  their  papers  in 
every  possible  way.  Here  is  a  way  in  which  everybody 
can  help.  We  are  not  asking  for  special  favors.  All 
we  ask  is  that,  all  things  else  being  equal,  they  buy 
from  those  who  solicit  their  patronage  through  the 
medium  of  their  own  press. 

One  of  the  biggest  advertising  contracts  secured  by 
our  representatives  during  the  past  year  was  due  to  a 
very  simple  circumstance.  A  staunch  friend  and  ad- 
mirer of  the  paper  living  in  a  small  outlying  town  wrote 
into  the  office  of  a  business  man  who  had  carried  a 
small  ad.  with  us  from  time  to  time,  iie  wrote  to  ask 
for  a  catalogue,  and  at  the  end  of  his  letter  added  by 
way  of  parenthesis:  "1  always  make  at  a  practice  to 
buv  from  business  men  who  advertise  in  Catholic 
pa^^^rs."  Now,  our  read  as  a  class  have  ?t  in  their 
power  to  render  us  the  greatest  possible  service  uy 
doing  one  or  all  of  the  following : — 

1st.  Let  them  look  over  the  ads,  carefully  to  see 
who  those  people  are  who  are  soliciting  their  patronage. 
The  mere  fact  that  they  advertise  is  a  tribute  of  their 
contidence  in  Catholic  journalism. 

2nd.  When  they  go  to  a  store  or  place  of  business 
to  make  their  purchases,  or  when  they  wM'ite  for  infor- 
mation to  our  advertisers,  let  them  make  it  known  that 
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their  attention  was  called  to  the  vendor's  particular 
line  of  business  throu<j[h  our  advertising  cohnnns, 

3rd.  Let  them  advertise  their  own  business  if  .-y 
be  engaged  m  anythini^  wl/'di  calls  for  advertising^. 

In  the  newspaper  business  we  <:^et  all  kinds  of  cheer- 
inef  words.  We  are  praised,  ))atte(l  on  the  back  and 
told  to  go  ahead  witli  the  assurance  that  the  people  are 
behind  us.  Now,  we  are  candid  enouij^h  to  admit  we 
would  be  satisfied  with  less  talk  atid  more  action.  If 
our  readers  will  just  ;^o  to  the  trouble  of  followini^  out 
the  three  sugf;estions  made  above,  they  can  dispense 
with  the  cheering  messages. 


Is  There  Any  Use  ? 

"There  is  no  use  in  talking."  said  an  old  pric .■t  in 
our  hearing  a  few  days  ago.  "I  have  talked  about  these 
things  until  I  am  black  in  the  face.  I  have  done  my  best 
to  get  my  people  to  take  Catholic  papers,  but  my  argu- 
ments seems  to  have  no  effect.  Thev  have  grown  set  in 
their  ways,  and  believe  they  know  more  about  these 
things  than  I  do.     There  is  no  use  in  talking." 

We  do  not  believe  it.  In  these  matters,  as  in 
many  other  things,  we  must  keep  everlastingly  at  it. 
We  must  not  grow  discouraged  by  api)arent  reverses. 
It  is  a  work  of  education,  which  takes  root  slowly  and 
wins  its  way  only  through  persevering  efforts.  We 
have  come  to  the  end  of  our  theme  and  wish,  in  con- 
clusion, to  point  a  little  moral.  The  moral  as  usual  is 
for  those  who  don't,  and  not  for  those  who  do — for 
Catholics     who     go     through     life    blissfully    uncon- 
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sci()ii>  of  the  inijvM-taiice  of  all  tlic^c  things  of  which  we 
have  hccn  treating.  J<  is  for  the  Catholic  head  of  a 
family  who  refuses  to  subscrihc  for  what  Pope  Leo 
XIII.  called  "A  Perpetnal  Mission."  The  moral  is 
for  these — the  non-suhscrihers  to  Catholic  papers,  and 
onr  chief  regret  in  closing  is  that  we  have  not  more 
effectively  treated  a  subject,  which  to  our  minds  is 
pregnant  with  success  or  failure  as  far  as  the  future 
of  the  Church  in  this  and  every  other  country  is  con- 
cerned. 
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Sli?  QIatljnUr  Srgistrr  mxh  (tmvah'mn 

First — The  organ  of  the  Catholic  Church  Extension 
Society. 

Second — It  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Archdiocese 
of  Toronto. 

Third — It  is  the  cheapest  Catholic  weekly  on  the 
American  continent,  and  the  largest. 

Fourth — Its  various  departments  are  conducted  by 
the  leading  Catholic  writers  of  the  Dominion,  and  are  of 
particular  inttirest  to  our  readers. 

Fifth — The  cause  of  Church  Extension  is  one  which 
appeals  in  a  particular  manner  to  Catholic  zeal.  We  are 
trying  to  save  our  own  neglected  Cut'.iolic  people,  and  the 
immigrants  that  are  Hocking  to  Canada  from  every  corner 
of  the  world. 

Sixth — We  are  asking  the  co-operation  of  our  readers 
in  furthei  ing  tiie  work  of  Extension,  and  to  tliis  end  are 
desirous  of  placing  a  copy  of  Register-Extension  in  every 
Catholic  Home  in  Canada. 

Seventh — We  want  more  subscribers.  We  want 
more  promoters  fur  the  cause  of  Canadian  Extension  which 
is  God's  cause,  and  one  intimately  wrapi)ed  up  with 
the  salvation  of  many  thousands  of  our  neglected  brethren. 

Ei(|hth — Every  reader  of  this  pamphlet  can  help  : 
(a)  by  subscribing  for  our  paper,  (b)  by  sentling  the  names 
of  their  triends,  (c)  by  making  a  personal  offering  to  I'le 
cause  of  Canadian  Extension. 

Ninth— Our  address  is.  The  Catholic  Church  Exten- 
sion Society  of  Canada,  119  Wellington  Streei  West, 
Toronto,  Ontario. 


